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Theatre Guild’s ‘Dixie Swim Club’ Is ‘A Delightful Journey’
“Boy howdy!” exclaims
Jeri Neal. That distinctive
Southern phrase gives us
a sneak peek at “The Dixie
Swim Club” and of the exuberance of this play, which
opened Friday evening
at the Capitol Theatre of
Greeneville.
With a cast of five
women, it might seem as
though the Greeneville
Theatre Guild’s latest
play would appeal mainly
to a female audience. But
people from all ages and
walks of life will feel the
energy of these five lives
bound in friendship.
Men are often said to
remark, “That’s more
information than I wanted …” when it comes to
women. But, gentlemen,
you will find “The Dixie
Swim Club” uniquely
informative and absolutely
hilarious!
The Greeneville Theatre
Guild is presenting “The
Dixie Swim Club” at the
Capitol for the next two
weekends — at 7 p.m. today
and Friday and Saturday,
May 13-14, and at 2 p.m.
Sunday, May 8 and 15.
The play was written
by Jessie Jones, Nicholas
Hope and Jamie Wooten
and revolves around people who meet once a year
to rekindle friendships.
The “Dixie Swim Club”
involves the lives of five
girlfriends who meet at
a beloved beach house at
the Outer Banks, N.C. The
tradition begins when the
friends are at the “interesting” years of life, better known as their 40s,
and extends until they are
nearing 80.
They met while in college
as members of the school’s
swim club. Their mantra is
co-ed cheesy but reminds
them (and us) of their common ground.
“The faster we swim,
the sooner we win!” they
enthusiastically
cheer
every summer to face the
challenges of their friendships, their families and
careers.
Jim Holt, the play’s
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director, has perfectly cast
a well-balanced group of
actors. He has envisioned
the characters as strong,
empathetic and vulnerable. The result is a beautifully crafted story. This is
no mean feat given a small
cast that must draw the
audience into a believable
composite of experiences
and relationships.
Holt directs the “The
Dixie Swim Club” as a
delightful journey that
may just reflect our own
lives. He brings to the
stage a broad spectrum
of theatrical experience.
Holt has been stage manager for casts from 100 and
more to five actors, and for
crews in musical, dramatic
and comedic productions.
He has also been an
actor and director himself, and his experience
speaks for itself in this latest show. Holt shares his
vast wealth of knowledge
to bring us excellent community theater.
THE CAST
Laura Dupler portrays
the character of Vernadette, whose life is one of
resigned disappointment
cleverly veiled with humor
and wit.
Dupler plays this role
with sensitivity and a fine
sense of irony. She convincingly and hilariously
leads the audience and her
friends to see the relentless
mishaps she faces daily.
Her character binds the
friends together in their
compassion for her.
The actor goes a step
further when Vernadette’s
sense of humor and of the
absurd explode into an
angry speech. It surprises
the audience and shocks
the other women in its
vehemence. She refers to
the take-over of big business and land development
“... that suck(s) the life out

of our small towns.”
Dupler gives us a character that touches the souls
of women struggling with
responsibilities and supporting their families.
Sheree, played by Susan
Craig, is the core of the
group of lifelong friends.
Sheree was the college
swim club captain and
remains the “captain” to
the conclusion of the play.
An obsessed organizer
with attention to every
detail, she handles her job
with good-natured control.
Craig guides the part
with a positive, takecharge manner. In the
final scene, it is her kind
and generous spirit that
envelops the audience.
Lora Simpson paints
“Lexie” as the epitome of
a Southern femme fatale.
Her role and her interpretation are every bit as
grand as the characters
“Scarlett O’Hara” in the
famous book and movie
“Gone With the Wind” and
“Blanche DuBois” in Tennessee Williams’ “Streetcar Named Desire.”
Lexie’s sarcasm and biting remarks are hurtful
but tolerated. She attacks
Vernadette over her hard
life with, “Your life is just
one big country song.”
The audience will be
transfixed with Lexie’s
audacious behavior, but
she will cross the line of
their patience with her
maddening sensual references and self-absorption.
She is utterly believable
in her role, especially as
she nears 80 and manages
to bare it gracefully.
It is always a pleasure to
see Paige Mengal on stage.
She develops her character from a career-driven
woman, proud of her success, to a torn and lonely
“woman of a certain age.”
“Dinah” is a role slowly
built and deeply influenced
by the truths her friends
beg her to confront. The
character of Dinah could
easily be over played, but
Mengal treats her role
sparingly in general con-

versations with the friends.
She plays the part so convincingly that we yearn to
see Dinah find joy in her
lonely world.
In private moments with
her friends, she shines
with empathy and gentleness. Dinah is a complex
character longing for more
from life and is portrayed
beautifully by Mengel.
Deborah Seidel, new to
Greeneville productions,
brings an abundance of
talent and experience to
the stage in the part of
Jeri Neal.
While all the other
friends are living life in
an orderly manner, Jeri
Neal’s is turned upside
down. She gives birth to
a child while in her 40s
and marries years after
that. Jeri Neal must meet
the challenge of dismissing her friends’ objections
and happily carry on her
life as she likes.
She is a delight on stage,
fresh and exuberant.
Seidel’s enthusiasm is contagious in the early scenes.
As she ages, she deftly
points her character in
the direction of the friends
most in need of solace.
BACKSTAGE
The set, sound and light
design are the work of the
talented Frank Mengel.
With his expertise, the
beach house setting and
lighting give the actors an
inspiring and believable
space in which to create
the story. He was assisted
in set building by Paige
Mengel, Philip Butler and
other crew members.
As with other productions by the Greeneville
Theatre Guild, the set
components were built and
painted at the guild’s main
location on West Depot
Street, then transported
to the Capitol.
Volunteers from the
director to the crew coordinate this huge effort.
Bri Masters, the stage
manager, coordinates the
backstage crews, assisted
by Faith Rader running

lights. The backstage crew
are Pam Gosnell, Marji
Ingles, Sherry Lewis,
Donna Master and Tammy
Triplett.
The program and properties were coordinated
by Sandy Nienabar. The
costumes were put together by cast members, and
photographs provided by
“Through The Eyes Of
Sam.”
“The Dixie Swim Club”
is rich with seasoned volunteer thespians and
veteran technicians. The
Greeneville Theatre Guild
joins other groups in our
community presenting live
theater. With the minuteto-minute advances in
computer technology, people are quickly becoming
dependent on electronic
screens to make their decisions and view the world.
The onstage intimacy
and interplay of actors

and audiences is growing
in popularity as people
become more isolated from
one another and seek live
performance. This particular play gives the audience
and actors shared time to
laugh, perhaps cry, and to
appreciate a story filled
with truth, love and personal relationships.
Tickets are $12 for general admission and $10 for
seniors and students.
Tickets can be purchased
at Catalyst Coffee Company, online at greenevilletheatreguild.org, by calling
470-2792 or at the door.
Debbie Close is a longtime theater volunteer and
a want-to-be actor. She has
worked with the Tusculum
College Arts Outreach program, Upward Bound, the
former Little Theatre of
Greeneville and Greeneville
Theatre Guild.
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