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Art Becomes Means Of Communication,
Charity For Autistic Boy

Comedienne
Nets Capitol’s
1st Sellout

BY ANDREW CAPPS
KNOXVILLE NEWS SENTINEL
KNOXVILLE, Tenn.
(AP) — Soren Fielland has
a passion for drawing. In
the close to seven years he
has been practicing his art,
Soren has created thousands of drawings, an impressive feat for any child
and even more impressive
for a non-verbal, legally
blind child with autism.
Soren, who attends
Bearden Middle School in
Knoxville, celebrated his
13th birthday a little bit
ahead of schedule with a
public showing of over 100
pieces of his own original
art at the Breezeway Yoga
Studio on Kingston Pike.
Drawings covered the
studio’s walls while friends,
family members and visitors admired the massive
portfolio of work that Soren
created.
Shannon Fielland,
Soren’s mother, explained
that drawing has become a
way for Soren to communicate with those around him
and that his subjects have a
way of working themselves
into his limited vocabulary.
“It helps us to know
what’s on his mind, and
then it also gives him something that he’s motivated to
talk about,” Fielland said.
Soren frequently uses
fairy tales and nursery
rhymes in his drawings,
Fielland said, as those
stories have helped him
communicate things that
might otherwise have
been challenging for him
to share. She recounted a
story in which Soren used
a line from a common fairy
tale to warn her about a hot
cup of tea.
“It’s opening up the door
for language, so we can
sometimes speak in fairy
tale,” she said. “I made him
some tea the other day,
and, ‘This porridge is too
hot,’ from (Goldilocks and)
the Three Bears came in, so
we use that to bridge some
of the communication gap.”
Soren’s passion for art
found an altruistic purpose, as close to 150 of his
original drawings were put
on o er during the celebratory show with a portion
of the proceeds going to
support the AfterStars
afterschool program at
West Park Baptist Church,
which helps students with
special needs explore their
creative potential. Jill
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In this Jan. 14, 2018, photo, Shannon Fielland and her son Soren pose for a photo at his
13th birthday celebration at the Breezeway Yoga Studio in Knoxville. Soren Fielland has a
passion for drawing. In the close to seven years he has been practicing his art, Soren has
created thousands of drawings, an impressive feat for any child and even more impressive for a non-verbal, legally blind child with autism.
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Friday evening’s performances by comedienne Heather
Land were the ﬁrst two sellouts for the Capitol Theatre since
reopening downtown four years ago. After the ﬁrst show sold
out, a second show was added, according to theater manager Rhonda Humbert, and all the tickets for the second show
sold out in seven minutes.

URGENT!
We need your help!
Landlines have been replaced by cell
phones. Mail has been replaced by email.
Thus, our records need updating!
Please contact us with correct info

at 423-638-3117.
SAUL YOUNG/KNOXVILLE NEWS SENTINEL VIA AP

In this Jan. 14, 2018, photo, Soren Fielland draws at his own 13th birthday party and art
show in Knoxville.

Summers, who works for
the AfterStars program,
explained that the program
tries to provide a structure
that allows students facing
di erent challenges to grow
and explore their interests
in their own ways.
“Most of the time we
try to embrace what the
children like, what their
interests are, and his
interests are obviously art,
so we make sure to have an
environment that’s set up
for him daily, so that when
he comes in he’s happy,”
Summers said.

Hope Dunn, who also
works with AfterStars,
explained her joy in seeing
Soren’s art become a vessel
for supporting a program
that he has thrived in.
“It’s just as fulﬁlling for
us as the families,” Dunn
said. “We’re building community, and that’s something that they didn’t really
have an opportunity to do
before.”
For Fielland, the support
that her son has enjoyed
and the passion he brings
to drawing o er a lesson on
conﬁdence and the creative

spirit for everyone.
“We’re all so very
lucky to know this
little guy,” she said. “He
teaches all of us as much
as anybody can possibly
teach anyone. He tells
us a lot about what it is
to just be unabashedly
yourself and encourages
everyone to be just a
little bit more creative.”
___
Information from:
Knoxville News Sentinel,
http://www.knoxnews.
com
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This Jan.
14, 2018,
photo
shows
Soren
Fielland’s
drawings
on the wall
during his
art show in
Knoxville.
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CHOICE OF TWO TIMES!
Beginning Thur, Feb 15th, 6:15AM
Beginning Sun, Feb 18th, 4:45PM

>>PART II<<

YOUR CUSTOMERS
ARE

MOBILE.

IS YOUR MARKETING?
9 out of 10 consumers have their mobile devices in reach at all times,
and mobile advertising helps them reach for your business next. Get your
message delivered on GreenevilleSun.com, Greene County’s most visited
and trusted website, the same place your customers turn to for news
and information, GreenevilleSun.com connects your business anytime,
anywhere, in an environment your customers trust.

For more info contact us at (423) 638-4185 or
advertising@GreenevilleSun.com
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