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Alabama Races To 78-50 Win Over
Streaking No. 15 Tennessee
BY JOHN ZENOR
ASSOCIATED PRESS
TUSCALOOSA, Ala. (AP) — Alabama big
man Donta Hall started the game with a
dunk, and did the same to open the second
half.
It was that kind of night for both No. 15
Tennessee and the Crimson Tide.
Hall had 17 points and 11 rebounds and
Collin Sexton scored 16 points to lead
Alabama to a 78-50 victory Saturday night
over the Volunteers, putting a big chill
on the Southeastern Conference’s hottest
team.
“I saw a level of concentration and tenacity and hunger and feeling unafraid to
make mistakes,” Tide coach Avery Johnson
said. “And when we did, we just bounced
back.
“The focus was there. You could see it
during all the timeouts. They were ready
to play.”
Alabama (16-10, 7-5) thoroughly dominated the Vols (18-6, 8-4) around the

Russell Leads
No. 11 Lady
Vols Past
No. 18 Georgia
62-46
KNOXVILLE, Tenn.
(AP) — Mercedes Russell
reached a milestone and
was on the verge of another as No. 11 Tennessee
dominated No. 18 Georgia
62-46 on Sunday.
Russell scored 13 points,
leaving her one shy of
1,500 for her career, and
grabbed 15 rebounds,
making her the six Tennessee player to reach 1,000
boards.
Jaime Nared led the
Lady Vols (21-4, 9-3), who
have won four straight,
with 15 points and Meme
Jackson and Rennia Davis
added 11 each.
Taja Cole and Mackenzie Engram had 11 points
apiece for the Bulldogs
(21-4, 9-3), who have not
won in Knoxville since
1996.
Davis closed the first
quarter with a 3 for a 17-13
lead and the Lady Vols
scored the first 10 points
of the second quarter.
After two Georgia free
throws, Tennessee scored
the next nine points and
led 36-19 at the break.
Georgia missed its first
14 shots of the second
quarter.

basket and cashed in on a number of fastbreak chances
Hall made 8 of 10 ﬁeld goals and blocked
three shots. Tennessee had no answer to
Sexton’s quick darts to the basket, and the
freshman also had four assists.
He took the ball all the way for layups after a couple of defensive rebounds, the ﬁrst
time sending the ball behind his back to
avoid a defender on his way to the basket.
John Petty had 14 points and made 3 of
4 3-point attempts for the Tide. Alabama
dominated the second half, 41-23.
Tennessee had only one scorer in double
digits. Grant Williams scored 12 of his 16
points in the second half. Vols coach Rick
Barnes said he was “ba ed” by what he
called “far and away the worst game we’ve
played” coming o a 61-59 road win over
No. 24 Kentucky.
“Rough night. I think that with this
group, I don’t think I felt that we could
be that bad,” Barnes said. “Not to take
SEE ALABAMA, PAGE 3B
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Alabama forward Donta Hall defends against Tennessee guard Lamonte Turner, right, during
the ﬁrst half of a game on Saturday in Tuscaloosa, Ala.

GOING FOR GOLD
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Greeneville’s Trent Knight (top) wrestles against Ethan Olinger of Pigeon Forge in the Region 1-A/AA championship on Saturday at Pigeon Forge.

Knight Wins Region Title; 11 Local Wrestlers Qualify For State
BY TATE RUSSELL
SUN SPORTS WRITER

T

he Greeneville wrestling
team earned 10 slots in
the upcoming Class A/AA
Individual State Tournament on
Saturday at Pigeon Forge, and

one wrestler from Chuckey-Doak will be joining them, as all 11
ﬁnished in the top four of their
weight classes at the Region 1 A/
AA Tournament.
“I am really, really proud
of Trent Knight and Morgan
Montgomery. They came out

Coker Uses Late Push To
Beat Tusculum 104-93
HARTSVILLE, S.C. — Jake Barrett
scored 21 points, including 17 in the second half in Coker’s 104-93 South Atlantic
Conference win over Tusculum Saturday
afternoon at the DeLoach Center.
Barrett was one of ﬁve Cobras to score
in double ﬁgures as Coker (11-13, 8-8
SAC) records its third consecutive win
and sweeps the season series with the
Pioneers (6-17, 4-12 SAC).
Barrett went 8-of-15 from the ﬂoor
and 5-of-6 from the free throw line while
dishing out ﬁve assists. Donte Samuels
tallied a double-double with 20 points
and 10 rebounds, while Khalil Halls
contributed 14 points including four
3-pointers. Larry Cooper and LaDarius
Williams accounted for 13 points each in
the win.
Tusculum was led in scoring by Donovan Donaldson who ﬁnished with 21
points and dished out ﬁve assists o the
bench. Dashaunte Smith scored a season-high 17 points for a second straight
game, Peyton Woods added 11 and Hunter Parrish established a season-high with

10 points and hauled in a team-best eight
rebounds. Zailan Peeler ﬁnished with
nine points, while Malik Tyree contributed eight markers in the loss.
It was a game of runs as the score was
tied nine times to go along with eight
lead changes including six alone in the
ﬁnal 20 minutes.
The Cobras jumped out to an 18-10
lead to start the game following backto-back triples from Halls and Samuels.
Coker pushed its advantage to nine
points on three occasions in the ﬁrst half,
including 26-17 after a Cooper bucket at
the 10:14 mark of the period.
Tusculum shook o the sluggish start
with a 20-8 run over a 5:28 span with
eight points from Donaldson, including
six in a row at the end of the spurt as TC
led 37-34 with 4:46 left before halftime.
With Tusculum leading 39-36, the Cobras scored seven straight including four
from Marquis Green as Coker led 43-39
with 1:39 to go in the period. Smith
SEE COKER, PAGE 3B

and were able to ﬁnish their
days with a win. Those guys
showed a lot of heart and guts,”
Greeneville coach Randy Shelton said. “I am really proud of
how we ﬁnished as a team in a
very strong and deep region. It’s
always something to be proud of

when you are a state qualiﬁer.
It’s always exciting as a coach to
be able to send guys to state.”
Greeneville’s Trent Knight
(182), a returning state champion, had the best showing of
SEE KNIGHT, PAGE 6B

Lady Pioneers Clinch SAC
Tournament Berth With
66-50 Win Over Coker
HARTSVILLE, S.C. — Five players
scored in double ﬁgures as Tusculum
clinched its ﬁrst South Atlantic Conference women’s basketball tournament
berth in ﬁve years with a 66-50 win at
Coker Saturday afternoon.
Yolizma Cupidan scored 14 points to
lead the Pioneers (15-6, 10-5 SAC), who
clinched a winning record for the 2017-18
season and will make their ﬁrst appearance in the SAC Tournament since losing
to Anderson in the 2013 championship
game. Lovely Locklear added 12 points,
ﬁve assists and four steals o the bench,
Sydney Wilson contributed 11 points and
Kasey Johnson and Kendrea Duke added
10 points apiece for the Pioneers, who
never trailed against the Cobras (8-14,
5-11 SAC) to move into sole possession
of third place in the SAC with ﬁve games
remaining in the regular season.
Erin Houser led Coker with a game-

high 17 points and nine rebounds,
while Janea Williams added 11 points, a
game-high 15 rebounds and four blocked
shots. However, the rest of the Cobras
combined to shoot 8-for-31 from the ﬁeld
as Coker ﬁnished the game at 34 percent
(18-for-53) from the ﬁeld and 2-for-10
on three-pointers. The Cobras outrebounded the Pioneers 45-28 and scored
17 second-chance points o 20 o ensive rebounds, but Coker committed 27
turnovers which the Pioneers converted
into 25 points. Tusculum also outscored
Coker 36-22 in the paint and had a 29-14
edge in bench scoring in the game.
Cupidan played just 19 minutes before
fouling out, but shot 6-for-10 from the
ﬁeld to reach double ﬁgures for the
fourth time in the last six games. Cupidan
also had three of the Pioneers’ 19 steals
SEE PIONEERS, PAGE 3B

