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the day as he captured a
region championship.
Knight made quick work
of his ﬁrst two matches,
earning pins in 35 and
19 seconds, but against a
familiar foe in the ﬁnals
he had to work for his gold
medal.
The Greene Devil has a
43-1 record on the season,
but opponent Ethan
Olinger from Pigeon Forge
is a guy he had seen plenty
of times, including in last
year’s region championship and state championship matches. They have
wrestled each other at various tournaments over the
summer and throughout
the high-school season,
and Knight has continued
to get the upper hand. But
it has never come easily.
That was the case again on
Saturday.
Knight took the ﬁrst two
points of the match with a
takedown and ﬁnished the
ﬁrst period leading 2-1. In
the second period, the two
battled and spent much
of the two minutes in a
stalemate. Knight brieﬂy
got on top before Olinger
slipped his grasp to make
the score 4-3.
Just before the second
period buzzer Knight
appeared to get two more
take-down points, which
would have provided a
huge cushion going to the
ﬁnal segment, but after
some discussion the points
were waived o because
the wrestlers were out of
bounds.
Olinger came back and
tied the match at 5-5
in the third period, but
Knight had one more
move in him and reversed
a hold to go up 7-5. From
there he held the Tiger on
the mat and captured the
win.
“It feels great to get the
region championship. It
shows last year was not a
ﬂuke, and it gives me conﬁdence going into the state
championship,” Knight
said. “That ﬁnals match
was tough. It’s tougher
when you have seen each
other so many times. A lot
of times you go against a
kid who has no idea how
you wrestle, and then he
knows how to defend all
of my moves. You just
have to mix it up. I had to
change up my style a little
bit. I didn’t give him the
things I usually do and it
ended up working out.”
Three other Greene
Devils advanced to the
region ﬁnals on Saturday:
Josh Wallin (106), Garrett
Wright (160) and Michael
Moore (195) all placed
second in the region.
Wallin earned a pin of
Jace LaRue of Gibbs to
get to the ﬁnals where he
fell to Hunter Morrell of
Elizabethton on a pin in
the second period.
Wright, one of two seniors Greeneville brought
to the tournament, earned
a pin and then a 12-6
decision to advance to the
ﬁnals. In the championship match, Noel Leyva of
Gibbs never gave him any
room and Wright fell 9-0.
Moore, a sophomore,
used a ﬁrst-period pin and
a 7-4 decision to advance
to the ﬁnals. In the ﬁnals
he and Elijah Lawson of
Gibbs battled to a 0-0 tie
after one period and a 1-1
tie after the second period.
In the third period Moore
started on top and Lawson
was able to earn two
reversal points. Moore was
able to escape the hold
but never managed to take
Lawson to the mat in the
3-2 loss.
Morgan Montgomery
was able to earn a thirdplace medal for Greeneville. He took a 12-10 loss
to eventual region champion Dalton Tyuan of Union
County in the semiﬁnals,
but he fought back in the
third-place match to ﬁnish
the day on a high note. In
that third-place contest
he controlled things the
whole way and pinned
Tyler Hubbard of Fulton.
“The biggest thing about
Morgan is that he came
in here seeded fourth and
placed third,” Shelton
said. “When you have a
kid that comes in here
and beats his seed you
know that he is being a
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Chuckey-Doak’s J.T. Pierce (right) grapples with Donte Reagan of Northview Academy on Saturday in the Region 1-A/AA Tournament at Pigeon Forge.

true competitor. He’s not
afraid of anybody, and we
are really excited about
what he is going to do in
his senior year.”
Greeneville’s Hunter
Johnson (113), Carter
Adams (126), Malachi
Owens (132), Bransen
O’Dell (145) and Robert
Freeman (170) all ﬁnished
in fourth place in their
weight classes.
Eight of the 10 wrestlers
from Greeneville who
advanced to the state tournament will be back next
year. That is encouraging
to Shelton, who hopes his
guys are inspired by the
trip to state and build on it
in the future.
“There are a lot of teams
here that will be graduating a lot of people. Pigeon
Forge is going to be an
up-and-coming team next
year, and hopefully we
will as well,” Shelton said.
“I hope going to state inspires these guys to work
hard in the o season and
come back next year to
earn a higher ﬁnish.”
J.T. Pierce of Chuckey-Doak also ﬁnished in

fourth place on Saturday.
He earned two pins on
his way to the third-place
match. In his last match of
the day he went back and
forth with Donte Reagan
of Northview Academy but
was pinned just before the
second period horn could
extend the match.
Gibbs took ﬁrst place as
a team on Saturday with
248.5 team points, Pigeon
Forge was second with 167
points and Greeneville was
third with 148.5.
Elijah Hicks (113) of Sullivan East was named the
Most Outstanding Wrestler for the lower weight
classes, and Kaleb Bare
(285) of Sullivan East was
named the Most Outstanding Wrestler of the upper
weight classes.
John Pittman (113) of
Gibbs was named the Region 1 A/AA Freshman of
the Year, and Tim Pittman
of Gibbs was named the
Coach of the Year.
The state tournament
will start on Friday morning at the Williamson
County Expo Center in
Franklin.
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Greeneville’s Morgan Montgomery (top) tries to turn Tyler Hubbard of Fulton on Saturday in
the Region 1-A/AA Tournament at Pigeon Forge.

Introducing Greene County’s Newest
Way to Advertise Your Business!
Digital Display Rack Located at
Creekside Market
Highway 107

A Key element to a successful advertising program is to reach as many
potential customers as possible.
The Greeneville Sun’s Digital Display Racks open up a whole new audience and
way to deliver an effective, creative advertising message for your business.

• 1 Month $100*
• 3 Months $90*
• 6 Months $80*
• 12 Months $75*
*Price is per month.

New ad copy can be
changed out each month.

SPACE IS LIMITED!
Call to reserve your space today!

Hala Watson at 359-3123 • Diane Shelton at 359-3128
Sandi Blalock at 359-3148 • Wendy Wilder at 359-3106
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