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A Lifetime Of Love
Couples Share Their Secrets To A Long, Happy Marriage
BY LISA WARREN
STAFF WRITER

V

alentine’s Day is
here — time to show
the one you love the
most, how much you really
care.
For love to last a lifetime,
though, it takes much more
than a display of a ection
one day a year, many longtime couples say. It takes
commitment, kindness, and
faith in God and each other
to keep love alive.
The Greeneville Sun
recently put out a call for
longtime love birds to share
secrets to their long, happy
marriages.
Their responses were
wonderful and much appreciated. Here are some of
the words of wisdoms, in no
particular order, from several couples who know how to
do love right:

Faith in God and family have blessed Carroll and
Jannine Parks’ longtime marriage, they said.

The Rev. Willis and Trixie Bowers said they
always kiss each other goodnight.

Pearl Landers and her late husband, Rufus, enjoyed 58 years of marriage before his death eight
years ago. Pearl says the key to a happy marriage
is to “marry someone you love, and who loves
you back.”

Former Greeneville Mayor G. Thomas Love and
his wife, Louise, marked their 70th wedding anniversary on Monday.

Kindness is key to a longtime loving marriage,
said Don and Pat Merzlak.

‘UNDERSTAND AND LISTEN TO EACH OTHER’
Most people in the
Mosheim — and beyond
— know Martell and Hazel
Bible and their dedication to
each other and the community, including for young patients of Shriners Hospitals
for Children.
Some may even know that
Hazel is a native of England,
who met Martell while he
was in the military.
What they may not know,
however, are the secrets to
the Bibles’ stellar 59-year
marriage.
According to Hazel, “It
takes both of you to complete a happy life together —
in sickness and in health.”
Here are some additional
points of wisdoms from
the Bibles for all couples to
consider:
• Have faith and keep God
in your life;
• Understand and listen to
each other;
• Be faithful and true;
• Be honest;
• Keep no secrets, and
• Solve your problems —
no matter how big or small.
“Each year, your love will
grow as you will learn there
will always be obstacles,”
Hazel added.
She also said to take time
to “look back on all of the
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Jack and Hazel Robinson said that sharing a hobby together is one secret to a happy marriage.
For them, it’s ﬁshing together. (They didn’t say
which one caught the biggest ﬁsh in this photo!)

memories, both good and
bad, and laugh out loud.”

‘LET CHURCH LEAD
YOU IN THE RIGHT
DIRECTION’
Carroll and Jannine Parks
will celebrate 60 years of
wedded bliss April 13, and
they say that faith and hard
work have been the hallmarks of their successful
relationship.
The couple, who are now
83 and 82 respectively, said
they have “been blessed
with a great marriage” as
well as a large family of
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.
They said that attending
church together “led us in
the right direction.”
Jannine and Carroll ﬁrst
met while she was working
at Dr. Hal Henard’s medical
o ce.

“We were married two
years later,” she said.
The couple moved to Dover, Delaware, while Carroll
was serving in the U.S. Air
Force and then eventually
back to Greeneville, where
they decided to grow older
together.

‘ALWAYS KISS EACH
OTHER GOODNIGHT’
The Rev. Willis and Trixie
Bowers are well known

throughout the South
Greene community, where
he has served as the longtime pastor of Flag Branch
Church of God.
On Nov. 15, 2017, the
couple celebrated 53 years of
marriage.
“Our greatest advice is to
put God ﬁrst in your life,”
they wrote. “God and church
must be a priority in your
marriage. If both spouses
are Christians and letting

Additional Tips To Keep Love Alive
For Decades To Come

I

f you want to know about love,
ask someone with a lifetime of
experience.
That’s why, when Karl
Pillemer set out to collect
advice about that deepest of human emotions,
he consulted the country’s elders.
Pillemer, a gerontologist and professor of
human development at
Cornell University, and his
team interviewed more than
700 Americans, ranging in age
from 63 to 108, about their views

on love.
Married for 43 years on average,
they weighed in on everything
from how to find the right person
to what keeps the spark
alive, a news release
says.
Their answers are
published in the
book, “30 Lessons
for Loving: Advice
from the Wisest Americans on Love, Relationships, and Marriage.”
“It’s hard to put into words the
kind of transcendental or sub-

lime feel of people who have been
together 50, 60 or 70 years and
really made it work,” Pillemer said
in the release.
“Almost all of the people I
interviewed were still very deeply
in love, felt that love had grown
and changed over the time they’ve
been together and, surprisingly,
felt that intimacy often was as
good or even better.”
But they wanted young people
to know that staying married for
a lifetime is tough. Indeed, only
SEE TIPS, PAGE 7A
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God lead in the marriage,
there will be no inﬁdelity,
no verbal or physical abuse;
and there is a beautiful bond
of love and trust.
“Our second piece of advice is to laugh,” they continue. “Have fun together and
have a home full of laughter!
“Thirdly, our advice is to
keep those wedding vows.
Occasionally, times will be
tough,” they said. “There
may be ﬁnancial problems,
physical illnesses, or family
situations that come, but
understand you took those
vows before God and witnesses, and you intend to
keep them!
“Lastly, love your spouse
and put his or her needs
before yours,” they said.
“Love ﬁercely, hold hands,
make time for each other,
and always kiss each other
goodnight!!”

‘MARRY SOMEONE YOU
LOVE’
Pearl Landers said the key
to a successful marriage is
marrying someone you love,
who also loves you back.
She also added that she
was raised by a “good ol’
mother who said that when
I got married, I had to stay
married!”
Pearl and her late husband, Rufus, enjoyed 58
years of marriage until he
passed away eight years ago.
“I still love him,” Pearl
noted in her written response.

‘HAVE A HOBBY THAT
YOU ENJOY TOGETHER’
Jack and Hazel Robinson
may have met on a blind
date, but they went into
their marriage with their
SEE LIFETIME, PAGE 7A

