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Harden’s Big 3rd Quarter Helps Rockets Beat Spurs 109-93
BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
HOUSTON (AP) — James Harden
scored 16 of his 28 points in the third
quarter to allow the Houston Rockets to
build a huge lead and sail to an easy 10993 victory over the San Antonio Spurs on
Monday night.
The NBA’s leading scorer took a little
while to get going a night after sitting out
against Dallas with a sore left knee and
had just 12 points at halftime.
Despite his slow start, the Rockets had
a comfortable lead in the third and were
still up by 13 after a basket by San Antonio’s Dejounte Murray with about eight
minutes left in the quarter.
It was then that Harden took over,
scoring the next eight points to start a
16-4 run that extended the lead to 82-57
with about 3 1/2 minutes left in the third
and had coach Gregg Popovich calling for
a timeout.
Harden had a 3-pointer and made
three free throws after being fouled on a
3-point attempt to propel that spurt. He
didn’t return in the fourth quarter with
the game in hand.
The Spurs, who were without leading
scorer LaMarcus Aldridge, got 14 points
each from Bryn Forbes and Derrick
White. They lost for the ﬁfth time in six
games as they ﬁght for a playo spot.

TRAIL BLAZERS 115, HEAT 99
PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) — Damian
Lillard had 32 points and 10 assists, and

Portland beat Miami for its 10th straight
victory.
Jusuf Nurkic added 27 points and 16
rebounds for the Blazers, who have the
longest current winning streak in the
NBA and a two-game lead over Oklahoma
City for the No. 3 seed in the Western
Conference.
Lillard scored 21 points after halftime.
He leads the league in second-half scoring.
Goran Dragic scored 23 points for the
Heat, who were without two key players
in starting center Hassan Whiteside and
sixth man Dwyane Wade.

BUCKS 121, GRIZZLIES 103
MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) — Khris Middleton scored 24 points, Giannis Antetokounmpo added 20 and Milwaukee sent
Memphis to its 18th consecutive loss.
Brandon Jennings, signed to a 10day contract by Milwaukee on Sunday,
ﬁnished two rebounds short of a triple-double with 16 points and 12 assists.
Eric Bledsoe added 14 points, including
a trio of baskets to stem a fourth-quarter
Memphis rally.
Marc Gasol led the Grizzlies with 17
points, while Jarell Martin, Dillon Brooks
and Ben McLemore scored 16 apiece.

THUNDER 106, KINGS 101
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — Russell
Westbrook scored 17 points and notched
his 20th triple-double of the season to
help Oklahoma City beat Sacramento.
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Houston Rockets’ James Harden, center, shoots as San Antonio Spurs’ Derrick White, bottom, defends during the second half of an NBA basketball game on Monday in Houston.

Westbrook had 10 rebounds and 11
assists in the 99th triple-double of his
career.
Paul George and Carmelo Anthony each
scored 21 points for the Thunder, who
moved into fourth place in the Western
Conference standings.
Thunder center Steven Adams left the

game in the third quarter with a left hip
contusion and did not return. Just two
days earlier against San Antonio, he hurt
his left ankle in the third quarter and did
not return.
Bogdan Bogdanovic scored 19 points
and Garrett Temple and Justin Jackson
each added 15 for the Kings.

Broncos Going After Free Agent Fix At Quarterback
BY ARNIE STAPLETON
AP PRO FOOTBALL WRITER
ENGLEWOOD, Colo.
(AP) — John Elway is
looking to free agency for
his fix at quarterback following a season in which
all three of his drafted
QBs fell flat in Denver.
After sitting out the
playoffs in each of the last
two years following their
Super Bowl 50 triumph,
the Broncos have apparently found their next signal-caller. Case Keenum
plans to sign with Denver
when free agency opens
Wednesday, ESPN reported early Tuesday.
That would leave
the Vikings, Cardinals
and Jets vying to land
ex-Washington Redskins
quarterback Kirk Cousins,
who is expected to sign a
record-breaking contract
this week.
The 30-year-old Keenum is considered the
second-best QB available
on the open market. He
guided Minnesota to the
NFC championship game
after replacing an injured
Sam Bradford last season.
Keenum went 11-3 with
3,547 yards passing, 22
touchdowns and seven
interceptions and threw
that last-second heave to
Stephon Diggs to stun the
New Orleans Saints 29-24
in the playoffs.
The Vikings, who were
subsequently blown out
at Philadelphia in the
conference championship,
decided to let all three
of their QBs — Keenum,
Bradford and Teddy
Bridgewater — test free
agency.
With a sparkling new
stadium, stacked roster
and head coaching stability, the Vikings jumped to
the head of the line of potential suitors for Cousins.
The Broncos, who
own the fifth pick in
next month’s NFL draft,
also considered Cousins
following a 5-11 season
in which Trevor Siemian,
Brock Osweiler and Paxton Lynch all struggled
behind a porous offensive
line and questionable

play-calling before Mike
McCoy was replaced by
Bill Musgrave as offensive
coordinator.
All three quarterbacks
were draft picks by Elway,
the Hall of Fame quarterback who has only had
success at quarterback in
free agency.
Six years ago, Elway
landed Peyton Manning,
the biggest free agent
prize in NFL history, following his release by the
Colts and a series of neck
fusion surgeries.
Manning had a spectacular closing chapter
in Denver, leading the
Broncos to the playoffs
in all four of his seasons,
reaching two Super Bowls
and winning one.
Manning retired a
month after Denver’s 2410 win over Carolina in
Super Bowl 50, and Elway
brought in veteran Mark
Sanchez, then moved up
to grab Lynch in the first
round of the draft.
But it was Siemian, a
seventh-rounder from
Northwestern, who
emerged as Manning’s
surprise successor in
2016.
Gary Kubiak stepped
down as head coach over
health concerns following
a 9-7 season that ended
the Broncos’ five-year
playoff run.
Siemian again handily beat out Lynch last
summer, but the Broncos
would cycle through their
trio of homegrown QBs
during a 5-11 season that
nearly cost rookie head
coach Vance Joseph his
job.
Keenum is a player
the Broncos know well
because Kubiak, now the
Broncos’ senior personnel
adviser, coached him for
two seasons while he was
head coach of the Houston Texans.
Keenum would have
veterans Demaryius
Thomas and Emmanuel
Sanders as his targets in
Denver after Elway chose
not to release either of the
expensive wide receivers.
At the NFL scouting
combine this month,

Elway said, “we’ll continue to look at all of the
options out there when it
comes to quarterback.”
That included choosing
among the draft prospects
that include Josh Allen,
Josh Rosen, Sam Darnold, Baker Mayfield and
others.
Despite his swings and
misses at QB before,
Elway said, “Believe me,
I’m not done swinging
and missing. Misses don’t
bother me. We just have
to figure out a way to get
it right. That is what we
are working on.”
Siemian, Lynch and
Chad Kelly, a seventh-rounder last year

who sat out his rookie
season with injuries, remain on the roster.
Elway insists the Broncos can get right back into
the playoff picture with
the right quarterback and
tweaks to other areas of

the roster.
“I still think we’re not
too far away,” Elway said
at the combine. “Obviously, we have to get
better at that (quarterback) position. We didn’t
play well there last year.
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That doesn’t all go on the
players. There were some
things that we should
have done differently that
we didn’t do. I feel like we
can get right back in the
thick of the things rather
quickly.”

$5.00
Off
Your Next Full Service
OIL CHANGE
Includes up to 5 quarts of oil & Service Champ Oil Filter. Top off of windshield wash, brake
fluid, transmission fluid, antifreeze & power steering fluid. Check air filter, grease, check
differentials on 4x4 & tire pressure. Must present coupon to receive offer.

I’m Brian.
Serving you is what
matters most to me.

“

I have a great job, working with
fun, interesting people to deliver news,
advertising and entertainment online.
I’ve always been a ‘media guy’ – editor
of my high school newspaper, news
director of WSMG AM-FM and a
manager at Sun-related companies the
past 18 years.
I love Greene County. I’ve volunteered
with groups that created East Tennessee’s
irst fully handicapped-accessible
playground and CPR classes for people
with disabilities, provided local tornado
relief and named a Navy submarine
after our town.
What’s next? I can’t wait to see.

”

-- Brian Cutshall
Director of Online Operations
State Charter
#221
#324
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