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STATE

Statewide Poll Shows
Increasing Support
For Tougher Gun Laws

SHARP RISE FOR
STRICTER GUN LAWS
Asked, “In general, do
you think laws covering the
sale of guns should be made
more strict, less strict, or
kept as they are now?”
• 58 percent answered
“More strict,” up 24 points
from 34 percent in 2016,
the last time the MTSU Poll
included the question.
• 6 percent answered
“Less strict,” down 11 points
from 17 percent in 2016.
• 33 percent answered,
“Kept as they are now,”
down 11 points from 44
percent in 2016.
The rest said they didn’t
know or declined to answer
the question. All changes
are greater than the poll’s
error margins.
Asked the follow-up question, “What about carrying
guns? In general, do you
think laws covering carrying guns should be made
more strict, less strict, or
kept as they are now?”
• 46 percent answered
“More strict,” a 12-point
climb from 34 percent in
2016.

• 11 percent answered
“Less strict,” a seven-point
drop from 18 percent in
2016.
• 39 percent answered
“Kept as they are,” a fourpoint drop from 43 percent
in 2016.
The rest gave no answer
or didn’t know. The latter
two changes fall within the
poll’s error margins.
Despite rising support for
stricter laws on selling and
carrying guns, though, the
poll found that 58 percent
of Tennessee voters hold
mostly or very favorable
views of the National Riﬂe
Association, while only 36
percent hold mostly or very
unfavorable views of the
organization. The remaining 6 percent don’t know or
give no answer, the news
release says.
Furthermore, 49 percent
agree with the NRA that
teachers and administrators should be allowed
to carry guns on school
grounds. A statistically
similar 43 percent oppose
allowing teachers and
administrators to be armed
while at school, and the rest
don’t know or decline to
answer.

VOTERS SAY ‘#METOO’
INDICATES SOCIETYWIDE PROBLEMS
In other ﬁndings, a 55
percent majority of Tennessee voters think recent
allegations of sexual harassment and assault made
against prominent men in
entertainment, politics and
media reﬂect “widespread
problems in society.”
Only 33 percent see them
as “isolated incidents of
individual misconduct.”
Awareness of the allegations is high among state
voters, with 70 percent saying they have read or heard
“a lot” about the subject, 22
percent saying they have
heard “a little,” and only 7
percent saying they have
heard “nothing at all.”
Broken down by gender:
• 59 percent of women see
the allegations as evidence
of societywide problems,
signiﬁcantly more than the
50 percent of men who give
the same answer.
• Only 28 percent of
women — and a signiﬁcantly greater 37 percent of
men — see the allegations
as stemming from isolated,
individual misconduct.
• About 13 percent of
both groups don’t know or
don’t answer.
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MURFREESBORO —
Support for stricter laws on
gun sales has jumped to 58
percent among Tennessee
registered voters, according to a Middle Tennessee
State University poll taken
during the same week as
the “March for Our Lives”
demonstrations in Washington, D.C., and around
the country.
The latest level of support
represents a 24-point climb
from the 34 percent support measured two years
ago using the same question. Support for stricter
laws on carrying guns has
risen, too, from 34 percent
two years ago to 46 percent
now, a rise of 12 points, a
news release says.
Meanwhile, in ﬁndings
related to another recent,
high-proﬁle protest movement, the poll found that 55
percent of state voters think
recent allegations of sexual
harassment and assault
made against prominent
men in entertainment,
politics and media reﬂect
“widespread problems in
society” rather than “isolated incidents of individual
misconduct.”
The scientiﬁcally valid telephone poll of 600
randomly selected registered Tennessee voters was
conducted March 22-29
and has an error margin of
4 percentage points.
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BROADWAY COMES
TO GREENEVILLE

SUNDAY . APRIL 29

4 Stars from the Original Cast of Broadway’s Jersey Boys!

FRIDAY . APRIL 20 . 7:30 p.m.

CHRIS PERONDI’S
STUNT DOG EXPERIENCE

SATURDAY . MAY 5

