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   In one year, more than $71 
million dollars was spent on 
Building Materials, Furniture 
and Home Decor in Greene 
County.* 
   Now is the time to place your 
message in our Spring Home 
Improvement section to be sure 
you get your business growing in 
the right direction!

* TN Dept of Revenue Retail 

Sales Report
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Spring is coming, and homeowners everywhere 
are preparing to tackle home repair and 
improvement projects. Make sure your business is 
positioned to optimize this valuable opportunity with 
targeted advertising in our Spring Home special 
section. From post-winter roof and concrete repairs 
to spring cleaning, lawn care and beyond, Spring 
Home is the ideal place to showcase your product 
and service promotions to an audience of more 
than 30,000 local readers!

Improve Sales With
Spring Home

Values, Vision and Leadership for Greene County

ELECT

Greene County

MAYOR

POLITICAL AD APPROVED AND PAID FOR BY THE CANDIDATE

Brett

PURGASON
⋆ ⋆ ⋆ ⋆

SPORTS

Busch, who has 44 career 
Cup victories.

“I’m not sure that you 
can fabricate racing to 
being anything better than 
what exists, you know?” 
said the 32-year-old Busch. 
“People say how great it 
was back in the day, but 
you had two guys or three 
guys on the lead lap some-
times. Richard Petty would 
win races by two laps at 
places and now you have 
25 cars on the lead lap and 
competition is as close as 
it’s ever been. People are 
complaining about it that 
there is a lack of competi-
tion. I don’t know what you 
expect to be competition 
— you want the last-place 
guy to be able to be the 
fi rst-place guy. There’s 
always going to be a last-
place guy.”

The aero package was 
used at an Xfi nity Series 
race at Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway last year. There 
were record numbers of 
leaders, lead changes and 
green fl ag passes for the 
lead.

In an attempt to repli-
cate that for next month’s 
All-Star race, each car will 
be fi tted with aero ducts, 
a 6-inch-high spoiler with 
two 12-inch ears and a re-
strictor plate, among other 
modifi cations. Restrictor 
plates are used at Daytona 
and Talladega, the two 
biggest and fastest tracks 
on the schedule.

Ricky Stenhouse Jr. 
said he’ll wait to o  ̆er an 
opinion until he sees how 

the restrictor-plate racing 
plays out at Charlotte.

“I think the racing will 
probably be a lot closer,” 
Stenhouse said. “I do think 
that when you reduce the 
speeds the handling isn’t 
as big of an issue and so I 
think the racing will be a 
little more intense. We’ll 
just have to see how the 
fans like it. I think that’s 
the biggest thing we want 
to do is to make sure the 
fans enjoy our races.”

Busch also wants to see 
close racing.

But he doesn’t want it 
to come at the expense 
of those who should be 
rewarded for the work they 
put in setting up their cars 
during the week.

“The fact of the matter 
is that we’re trying to 

orchestrate something that 
doesn’t quite exist,” said 
Busch, who is looking for 
his second straight Cup win 
on Sunday at Bristol Motor 
Speedway after capturing 
the checkered fl ag last 
weekend at Texas.

Busch joked that you 
simply can’t make every-
one happy.

“Be miserable like me 
— and then nothing will 
surprise you,” Busch said, 
drawing a laugh from the 
room full of reporters. “I 
think if you wanted pink 
ice cream with white frost-
ing on it, you would say, 
‘Man, I really wish I had 
white ice cream with pink 
frosting.’ It’s just every-
body wants the opposite 
of what they see and what 
they get.”

BUSCH
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Kyle Busch climbs from his car after qualifying on the pole 

for the NASCAR Cup Series Food City 500 at Bristol Motor 

Speedway in Bristol on Friday.

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BRISTOL, Tenn. (AP) — Kyle and 
Kurt Busch haven’t always seen eye-to-
eye.

But as years have passed NASCAR’s 
iciest sibling rivalry has thawed a little 
bit, at least to the point where they can 
joke around a little bit.

Kurt Busch did just that Friday after 
Kyle Busch edged him out by 0.002 sec-
onds to take the pole for the Cup Series 
race Sunday at Bristol Motor Speedway.

“I can walk up to him and say, ‘Yeah, 
I let you have it’ and he will giggle. He 
will actually laugh,” Kurt Busch said.

It marks the third time the Busch 
brothers have started on the front row 
together, and the fi rst since 2013. In all 
three cases, Kyle started fi rst and Kurt 
second.

“He always told everybody if you 
think I’m good, just wait for my young-
er brother,” joked Kyle Busch.

Kurt Busch said he messed up in turn 
one, which cost him a shot at a second 
straight Cup Series pole.

“If I am going to get beat by some-
body if I don’t hit a perfect lap I would 
rather it be my little brother,” Kurt 
Busch said.

There was a time when the Busch 
brothers rarely spoke at all.

But Kurt Busch said they do commu-
nicate now.

“It’s better now with age,” he said of 
their relationship. “Like wine, it gets 
better with time. You let it settle.”

Last year the Busch fi nished 1-2 at 
Sonoma with Kyle Busch holding o  ̆  
his older brother. There is a chance 
that could happen again Sunday as they 
were clearly the two fastest cars in all 
three rounds of qualifying at the half-
mile track.

“It was tough years ago for a few times, 
but lately I guess we have been racing 
each other a little better,” Kyle Busch 
said. “Overall we just need to keep trying 
to make sure they are good battles and 
clean battles and not ugly ones.”

Things to watch at the Cup Series race 
on Sunday:

FORDS DOMINATE: Kyle Busch 
had the only Toyota in the top 10.

He was followed by four Fords, with 
Brad Keselowski, Ricky Stenhouse Jr. 
and Ryan Blaney rounding out the top 
fi ve. In all seven, Fords will start in the 
top 10.

HARVICK’S TOUGH BREAK: 
Kevin Harvick will have to start Sun-
day’s race at Bristol Motor Speedway 
at the back of the fi eld after crashing in 
practice. Harvick’s suspension broke on 
a practice lap in the morning and his 
car took a right turn into the outside 
wall.

Under new rules installed this year 
Harvick will have to start at the back of 
the fi eld because he went to a backup 
car.

“It defi nitely wasn’t a tire failure or 
anything like that, but just going in 
the corner as soon as I let o  ̆  the gas 
it just hung a right, so it’s unfortunate 
but we’ll get another one out and do it 
again,” said Harvick, who is fourth in 
the NASCAR standings and has six top 
10 fi nishes in seven starts.

WHAT HAPPENED THERE: 
Harvick has company with some other 
top drivers starting at the back of the 
fi eld. Denny Hamlin will start 25th and 
Martin Truex Jr. 26th after failing to get 
out of the fi rst round of qualifying.

TURN FOUR SLICK: The track 
was a little slick with several drivers 
having some trouble coming out of turn 
four.

NASCAR FOOD CITY 500

Busch Brothers Will 
Start On Front Row
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Driver Kurt Busch signs autographs before practice for a NASCAR Cup series auto 

race on Friday in Bristol.

NASCAR WIRE SERVICE

BRISTOL — Jimmie John-
son showed up for his news 
conference Friday morning 
at Bristol (Tenn.) Motor 
Speedway dressed nicely in 
a “Lowe’s” emblazoned polo 
shirt and “Lowe’s’’ cap. The 
defending champion of Sun-
day’s Food City 500 [2 p.m. 
ET, FOX, PRN, SiriusXM 
NASCAR Radio] greeted re-
porters, laughed a little and 
fully confronted the elephant 
in the room.

He is on the longest win-
less streak of his seven-time 
NASCAR Cup championship 
career – 30 races – and yet 
simultaneously remains a 
race trophy away from tying 
NASCAR Hall of Famers 
Bobby Allison and Darrell 
Waltrip with 84 career 
victories.

“It’s defi nitely the story,” 
the always a  ̆able Johnson 
said. “We have high expecta-
tions for ourselves, fi rst and 
foremost; and we think that 
we should be in the position 
to win races every year and 
compete for race wins each 
weekend.

“So I think within that 
there’s a lot of fair questions 
being asked.

“But, I think there is over-
reaction by fans and media 
on that upper percentile of 
it, especially all the kind and 
wonderful people on social 
media and the things they 
have to say,” Johnson added 
tongue-and-cheek.

Johnson doesn’t have to 
confi rm the notion on Twit-
ter, he knows he’s due to 
win. And in many ways the 
fact that he hasn’t won in 30 
races – a fraction of a single 
season – says much more 
about his overall success 
than any recent frustrations.

All three of NASCAR’s Cup 
Series manufacturers have 
posted wins this season, but 
Chevrolet hasn’t since Austin 
Dillon’s thrilling last lap-vic-
tory in the season-opening 
Daytona 500.

Much of the season has 
been a duel between three-
time race winner, Kevin 
Harvick in a Ford and three-
time runner-up Kyle Busch 
who drove his Toyota into 
victory lane last week for the 
fi rst time in 2018.

But the expectations for 
Johnson and his Chevy 
brethren remain undaunted. 

Each week Johnson said he 
sees improvement and while 
the winless streak gets atten-
tion because of the prece-
dent he’s set, he remains 
optimistic and calculated.

“We are improving,” he 
allowed. “We’re making it 
better each and every week.

“And,” he said smiling, 
“I’ve used this phrase many 
times before, but we’re just 
stacking pennies when we 
need to start stacking some 
quarters.

“The e  ̆ort is there. We 
are such a united team and 
working as close together 
as ever. I know in time we’ll 
get there. I want to be there 
right now and we certain-
ly hope this weekend, we 
can turn the corner. But 
I think we’re seeing some 
good steps and some good 
strides.”

It is not only an adjust-
ment for the whole Chevro-
let family – learning the new 
Camaro which debuted in 
the Cup ranks this season — 
but it’s been a new situation 
for Johnson’s smaller, Hen-
drick Motorsports family as 
well.

Two of the four fulltime 
Hendrick Motorsports Cup 
drivers are new to their 
positions in 2018 – William 
Byron, who drives the No. 
24 Chevy and Alex Bow-
man, who drives the No. 88 
Chevy. And two of his three 
teammates – 20-year old 
rookie William Byron and 
22-year old Chase Elliott — 
are about half Johnson’s age 
(42). Bowman is only 25.

Last year Johnson posted 
what turned into a popular 
and hilarious video on social 
media showing him driving 
the other three around like a 
parent with his kids.

And while Johnson 
concedes the team vibe is 
di  ̆erent with three up-and-
comers versus the veteran 

slate that has characterized 
the championship team 
for so long. — it remains a 
very positive situation. With 
seven championships and 
83 Cup victories, Johnson 
would be the respected 
statesman on ANY Cup 
team. And at Hendrick, he 
is revered, appreciated and 
well-liked.

“I certainly miss the 
camaraderie and friendships 
and history I’ve had with the 
other veteran teammates,” 
Johnson said. “You also 
learn set-up styles. When 
Je  ̆ Gordon thought his car 
was perfect, I knew I needed 
two or three changes to get 
my car to where I loved 
it. Same thing with Dale 
(Earnhardt Jr.) and Kasey 
(Kahne) and so on.

“That part I’m developing 
and trying to get my arms 
around and it’s going well. 
But I’ve just been really 
amazed with the sense of feel 
that my three teammates 
have with their race cars and 
[how they] can describe that.

“I do miss my friends and 
do miss aspects of the work 
process like I mentioned, but 
these guys are doing a great 
job.”

Johnson arrived in Bristol 
ranked 20th in the points 
standings and still looking 
to lead his fi rst lap of 2018. 
An accident in the Daytona 
500 and an accident Sunday 
in Texas have bookended a 
year of hard work and hard 
lessons.

But Johnson arrived at 
Bristol Motor Speedway 
this week ready as always to 
put in the work necessary to 
hoist the hardware. Perhaps 
the fi ttest driver in the sport, 
he did a 100-mile bike ride 
on Thursday as part of his 
physical preparation. And 
historically speaking, no one 
current driver is more on top 
of their game.

NASCAR

Johnson Affi  rms Team 
Moving In Right Direction


