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The ﬁgure hit a 15-year low
of $12.81 in 2009 during the
height of the Great Recession.
In addition to lower prices for
milk, farmers are also facing
higher production costs. All
costs for dairy farming have
gone up — labor, machinery,
fuel and the list goes on, they
say.
Last month, Dean Dairy Holdings added insult to injury by
announcing it will end contracts
— e ective May 31 — with dairy
farmers in six states: Tennessee, North Carolina, Kentucky,
Ohio, Indiana and Pennsylvania. Three Greene County
dairy farmers are losing their
Dean contracts, and 11 dairies
throughout East Tennessee are
losing theirs.
Templeton said his o ce has
had “a number of conversations,” especially over the past
six weeks after the letters about
the contract termination went
out to dairy producers.
“We began to hear conversations from other co-ops and
other entities about the issues
that they were facing,” he said.
Despite this, Templeton said,
he and his sta still have no
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Tennessee Commissioner of Agriculture Jai Templeton speaks Saturday
morning at the Clyde Austin 4-H Center.

answers.
“I wish that I had a very positive announcement to make,”
Templeton said. “Despite those
conversations and e orts …
really nothing has changed.”
He added, however, that he
remains “hopeful that there will
be some development that will
open up an opportunity, and I
pledge to you today that we’re
not stopping … we’re going to
continue to pursue opportunities.
“We do not have the answers.

We want to hear what your ideas
are and see how we can better
improve on things that we’re
doing.”
One step forward that the
commissioner noted is state
legislative e orts to place store
labels on Tennessee-produced
and processed milk.
“When you look at all of the
supply and demand issues out
there … it almost always comes
back to the fact that we need to
increase consumption [of milk]
in this country,” Templeton

said.
One dairy producer present,
however, said that within the
Southeastern U.S., at least, that
consumption of milk is not the
issue.
“We can’t supply enough milk
in the Southeast to supply the
demands of the consumers,”
said Debra Boyd, a Cocke County dairy farmer. “We’re in trouble right now because of milk
that is coming from other areas
of the country — from Arizona,
New Mexico, Texas, Ohio and
Pennsylvania. You need to look
at how you justify that and how
you can get it under control.”
Boyd also referred to a recently published newspaper article
in The Greeneville Sun where
one person said if consumers
want local milk, they will need
to pay extra for it. She said that
is “not necessarily so,” adding
that if consumers want “quality
milk they will pay more … no
matter where it comes from.”
The problem, she said, is
that milk processing plants are
purchasing low-quality, cheaper
milk from out of state. She said
a milk processing plant being
located in an area doesn’t necessarily mean that it is purchasing
locally produced milk.
“It’s been really eating on me
that some of these companies,

they are claiming that their milk
is all local. It’s not,” she said.
These plants could be taking
care of the local dairy farmers
“very easily,” but she added that
“they chose not to do it.”
Some of the top questions
from the audience included:
• Can state-owned and operated facilities, such as schools,
colleges and prisons, use Tennessee-produced milk?
• Can the state o er incentives
to grocery stores in Tennessee
to sell and promote Tennessee-produced products?
Faison said the state education commissioner told him that
“there is a national school lunch
program,” which sets requirements in order to receive federal
money.
Greeneville and Greene
County schools, for example, get
money from the federal government to buy school lunches,
Faison explained. “That money
that comes to them also has a
requirement for what they buy
and who they buy it from,” he
said.
“The Department of Education
here in Tennessee told me that
we have the option to opt out …
of the national requirements,”
Faison said. “But the problem is
when you opt out, then you lose
that money that comes in.

Open Once Again
The Andrew Johnson Homestead has reopened to visitors following a renovation.
On Saturday, the historic home was reopened by National Park Service sta , who marked the occasion with
guided tours and an open house.
The renovation project included painting and the installation of a heating and air system.
The Andrew Johnson National Historic Site is open
daily from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. except Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year’s Day. Tours of the Andrew Johnson
Homestead are available daily at 10:30 and 11:30 a.m.
and 1:30, 2:30 and 3:30 p.m., according to the National
Park Service website.
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The dining room at the Andrew Johnson Homestead appears
ready and waiting for the president’s family.
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The Andrew Johnson Homestead reopened to visitors Saturday afternoon after being closed for painting and other
maintenance renovations.

WE FOUND IT!
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Andrew Johnson Homestead Curator Kendra Hinkle shares a
laugh with guests Saturday during an open house.
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celebrate our success.”
The Digital School Districts Survey
top-10 rankings are awarded to
the school systems that most fully
implement technology benchmarks
in the evolution of digital education,
according the Center for Digital Education’s website. All U.S. public school
districts are eligible to participate in
the Digital School Districts Survey.
This is the 14th year the survey has
been conducted.
Greeneville is one of two systems in
Tennessee ranked in the top 10 in the
small student population district category. Lenoir City Schools were ranked
second. There were no Tennessee
school systems ranked in the mid-size
and large district categories.
The Center for Digital Education is
a national research and advisory institute, which specializes in technology
trends, policy and funding in both
K-12 and higher education, according
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A young visitor is impressed with the home of President
Andrew Johnson on Saturday.

tot its website. The center is a division
of e.Republic, a media and research
company focused exclusively on state
and local government and education.
Among the accomplishments in
technology for 2017-18 in the Greeneville district include equipping every
student in grades 2 through 12 with a
laptop computer that runs Windows
Pro and Microsoft O ce Suite and
taking measures to equip each preK,
kindergarten and ﬁrst grade student
with a laptop by year end, according
the Greeneville City Schools 2017
Annual Report.
Through the Reach4IT campaign
and other grants, the system has
purchased more than 4,000 student
devices that have been incorporated
into the curriculum in a variety of
ways.
The system also deployed a worldclass Planet Estream video and digital
signage system and replaced network
cabling infrastructure as well as wireless access points and a controller, the
according to the annual report.
The system has also received other

accolades for its integration of technology to innovate curriculum and
improve student learning.
Greeneville Middle School was
named one of 850 “Microsoft Showcase Schools” for 2018. The middle
school was the only showcase school
in Tennessee on the list, which includes schools all over the world. The
designation recognizes the school’s
e orts in transforming the learning
environment to deliver more personalized education to students.
In 2017, Tusculum View Elementary
School was named one of 194 “Microsoft Schools” in the nation. This designation recognized pioneering e orts
and innovation in rethinking teaching, learning and assessment with
the intent to drive deep 21st century
competencies.
The Microsoft School programs
emphasize personalized learning for
their students through the use of 1:1
learning devices and learning with
current technology such as O ce
365 Education, OneNote, Skype and
Minecraft.
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