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PREP SOFTBALL

Greeneville Slugs Way To Win Over North Greene
BY SAM BUNDY
SUN SPORTS EDITOR
Elizabeth Phillips had
just one of 16 hits for the
Greeneville Lady Devils on
Saturday, but it proved to
be the biggest.
Batting in the nine hole,
Phillips hit a two-run triple
that broke open a tight
game in the top of the
fourth and vaulted Greeneville to a 15-2 non-district

win at North Greene.
“I’m very proud of Phillips. She has come a very,
very long way since the beginning of the season,” said
Greeneville coach Jenna
Restivo. “Her conﬁdence is
starting to grow more. She’s
making adjustments and
doing what I ask.”
With Greeneville leading
2-1, Brylee Jones led o
the fourth with a single to
left ﬁeld and Kaitlyn Foster

reached on an error to put
Devils on ﬁrst and second.
After Maddie Kilday
bunted the runners to
second and third, Phillips
drilled a pitch from Abby
Laws to the gap in right.
North Greene center
ﬁelder Jacinth Crawford
laid out for the ball but
couldn’t make the catch.
Jones and Foster scored for
a 4-1 Greeneville lead, and
Phillips raced all the way to

third.
“I was just thinking in
my head, ‘You can do this.
You’ve done it before. You
do it all the time in practice,’” Phillips said of her
at bat in the fourth. “I was
just thinking, ‘It’s (Greeneville assistant coach Matt
Million) throwing batting
practice to you, just drive
your hands through the
ball.’”
Phillips’ triple seemed to

spark Greeneville, which
had just four hits to that
point.
“I’m not going to lie, I was
a little nervous (with a 2-1
lead in the fourth inning),”
Restivo said. “But I knew
with my hitters and how
we’ve been playing this
whole week that they were
going to ﬁgure out a way
to get on base and get each
other over.”
Greeneville catcher Han-

na Taylor went 3-for-5 with
a double, a home run and
three RBI. Katie Cronin also
was 3-for-5, while Meredith Bailey and Jones each
ﬁnished 2-for-5.
Greeneville pinch-hitters
Sydney Shipley, Clarissa
Price and Kristina Lemons
each had hits in the seventh
as the Devils pushed across
eight runs for a 15-1 lead.
SEE GREENEVILLE, PAGE 3B
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Satoshi Kodaira of Japan watches his drive
off the 16th tee during the final round of
the RBC Heritage golf tournament in Hilton
Head Island, S.C., on Sunday.

Kodaira
Rallies To Win
3-Hole Playoﬀ
BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
HILTON HEAD ISLAND, S.C. — Early
on, Satoshi Kodaira was thinking only of
playing well enough Sunday to make it to
next week’s PGA Tour stop.
Those worries are over for the 28-yearold from Japan, who rallied from six shots
behind to win the RBC Heritage in a playo and gain an invitation to join the tour
as a regular.
“This is a stage I’ve been dreaming
about,” Kodaira said through an interpreter. “And having this opportunity to
play full time is a dream come true. So,
of course, I will accept full-time membership.”
Kodaira defeated Si Woo Kim on the
third playo hole, rolling in a 25-foot birdie on the par-3 17th hole, then punching
his ﬁst in celebration. It ended a drama-ﬁlled ﬁnal round in which it appeared
that Kim, Ian Poulter and Luke List had
the lock on the title at di erent points.
But it was Kodaira’s relentless grind to
the top that won the day. And with the
game he showed at Harbour Town Golf
Links, Kodaira appears like he’s got more
big moments on tour ahead like countryman and ﬁve-time tour winner Hideki
Matsuyama.
“I feel like I’m getting closer to that level,” said Kodaira, who is ranked 46th in the
world and has played in 15 tour events. “I’d
like to do my best in major championships
and, hopefully, work hard at it.”
Bryson DeChambeau (66) and List (72)
were tied for third. Third-round leader
Poulter’s bid for a second tour title in
three weeks ended with a 75 and a tie for
seventh.
SEE GOLF, PAGE 3B
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Crews cover the cars as rain falls during a NASCAR Cup Series auto race on Sunday in Bristol.

Rain Wins Out

Race Stopped 3 Times, Finally
Postponed To Monday
BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BRISTOL — Kyle Larson will have to
wait another day to try to capture his ﬁrst
NASCAR Cup Series victory of the season.
The race at Bristol Motor Speedway was
postponed until Monday because of heavy
rain with Larson out in front. Racing was
halted three times Sunday due to wet
weather.
Action is scheduled to resume Monday
at 1 p.m.
Larson led 74 laps when the race was
halted on lap 204, just 46 laps from it
becoming o cial. NASCAR hopes to complete all remaining 296 laps, although the
forecast calls for more rain and possibly
snow.
Larson seemed to have found his groove
on the track before the third and ﬁnal
red ﬂag came out. NASCAR waited about
an hour before o cially postponing the
race with a forecast of steady rain for the
remainder of Sunday night.
“It’s hard to get a rhythm with all the
rain and stu and then getting out of your
car and getting back in,” Larson said.
Larson liked the speed of his car, but

AP PHOTO BY WADE PAYNE

Kyle Busch leads during a NASCAR Cup Series auto race on Sunday in Bristol. Due to
rain, the race was stopped and postponed to Monday with Kyle Larson leading.

said the track was slick.
“There is only a little line there on the
bottom that has got some grip,” said Larson, who normally likes to run on the high
side of the Bristol track. “If you get out of
it, it’s slick. If you get below it, it’s slick. So,
it’s been fun, but it’s kind of hard to guess
where you need to position your car there
for a little while.”
Some drivers won’t have to worry about
coming back Monday.
Ryan Blaney was dominant early in the
No. 12 Ford, leading 99 laps of the ﬁrst 119
laps before getting caught up in wreck that
left his car in shambles.
It happened on turn three when Chris
Buescher and Trevor Bayne, who were

ﬁghting to stay on the lead lap, got tangled
up in front of Blaney, leaving him nowhere
to maneuver.
His car was taken behind the wall, ending his day.
“By the time I got away from the car
right in front of me they were already
turned right up the race track and I was
already going to the top,” of the track,”
Blaney said. “I kind of saw them spinning
low and I thought that top was going to be
OK and then they slid back up and got us.
That stinks. I thought we had a good car
and nothing to show for it.”
Michael McDowell, Chris Buescher,
Harrison Rhodes and Ross Chastain also
are out of the race.

MLB

Robinson’s Daughter Says Black
Players Reluctant To Speak Out
BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
NEW YORK — Jackie Robinson’s daughter thinks black baseball players are more
reluctant to speak publicly about racial
issues than their NFL and NBA colleagues
because they constitute a lower percentage
of rosters.
She spoke at Citi Field on Sunday to
mark Jackie Robinson Day, the 71st
anniversary of her father breaking Major
League Baseball’s color barrier with the
Brooklyn Dodgers.
While more than 200 NFL players
protested racial inequality last season by
kneeling or sitting during “The Star-Spangled Banner,” Oakland Athletics catcher
Bruce Maxwell was the only baseball player to take a knee.
“I don’t think they have much choice,”

Sharon Robinson said. “They are in the minority and where in football and basketball
you have a group and therefor you can take
a group action. So players if they speak out
individually, they could be the only African-American player on their team and it
could be a di cult spot for them to be in.”
The percentage of black players from the
United States and Canada on opening-day
active rosters rose to 8.4 percent, up from
7.7 last year and its highest level since at
least 2012.
The percentage peaked at 19 in 1986,
MLB said last week, citing Mark Armour of
the Society of American Baseball Research.
“It’s deﬁnitely a small representation
at this level,” Pittsburgh All-Star second
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baseman Josh Harrison said. “For younger Rachel Robinson, left, widow of Jackie Robinson, and daughter Sharon with a plaque honorSEE ROBINSON, PAGE 3B

ing Jackie on Jackie Robinson Day on Sunday in New York before a baseball game between
the New York Mets and the Milwaukee Brewers.

